Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 21307 081232Z 
45 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

032423 

R081140ZOCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2503 

SECRET BANGKOK 21307 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF RTG HELICOPTERS IN ILLICIT DRUG 
SMUGGLING 

REF: A. STATE 237996; B. BANGKOK 20959; C. BANGKOK 20723 

1. ASSUME BY NOW DEPARTMENT HAS SEEN REF B REPORTING OUR 
INITIAL APPROACH TO POLICE MAJOR GENERAL PHAO SARASIN ON 
OCTOBER 3. AFTER ATTENDING INTERPOL MEETING IN BUENOS 
AIRES, PHAO AND POLICE LT. GENERAL CHUMPH 
WPOHACHALA, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TNPD, PLAN TO STOP OVER IN 
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 14-16 
(REF C). WE UNDERSTAND HIGH- 

LEVEL MEETINGS BEING ARRANGED FOR THEM. DEPARTMENT MAY 
WISH TO FOLLOW UP EMBASSY'S INITIAL APPROACH AT THAT TIME. 

2. WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT HELICOPTERS 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN USED TO SMUGGLE NARCOTICS BUT NOTE THAT 
THERE IS NO REPEAT NO INFO AVAILABLE TO INDICATE THAT ANY 
SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITY OF NARCOTICS HAS BEEN TRANSPORTED IN 
THIS WAY. WE WILL TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION HERE UNTIL AMBASSADOR 
WHITEHOUSE RETURNS OCTOBER 10. 

3. RE PARA 3 REF A, DO YOU SEE ANY POSSIBILITY THAT RTG 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON MIGHT LEARN OF SUSPENSION OF DELIVERY 
THROUGH ITS OWN CONTACTS WITH BELL HELICOPTER? WE DO NOT 
WISH RTG TO LEARN OF SUSPENSION BY ACCIDENT. 
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